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(54) CHOLESTEROL LOWERING AGENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a cholesterol lowering agent, containing low-molecular weight chitosan 
having a molecular weight within a specific range as an active ingredient, having high cholesterol 
lowering effects, providing high effects with a small amount thereof used, capable of exhibiting a 
low viscosity due to a low molecular weight thereof and applicable tq foods, beverages, etc. 
CONSTITUTION: A cholesterol lowering agent containing low-molecular weight chitosan having 
2000-20000 weight-average molecular weight. The low-molecular weight chitosan preferably 
has more amino groups and a higher colloid equiv. value. The aforementioned low-molecular 
weight chitosan can readily be produced by, e.g. deacetylating chitin with an alkali and reducing 
the molecular weight of the resultant chitosan according to a conventional method. Since the 
above-mentioned chitosan has the molecular weight within the limit region solubilizing under 
neutral or alkaline conditions, cholesterol lowering effects are effectively exhibited by keeping a 
get state with excellent dispersibility. Furthermore, since the chitosan has the low viscosity in a 
dissolved state, addition to foods or beverages is readily carried out. Industrial usefulness of the 
agent is high. 
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